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NOME. v very open attacks — — 3 e 

ly made on the character of King David, 
and. the authority. of the ſacted. Writers, in a 
Pamphlet entitled be Hiſtory of: the Man after: 
God's own heart; which however, contem ptible, 
in point of argument to Men thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the language of Scripture, was. 
yet by the boldneſs of its aſſertions, / the vi- 


55 vacity of its humour, and the freedom of its. 


remarks, extremely well calculated to ſeize the 
imagination of the gay, and impoſe on the 
credulity of the unexperienced; it ſeemed not 
1mproper or unſeaſonable in a place of publick: | . 
Education to furniſh the young mind with a. 
few general Truths and leading Principles re- 
lative to the ſubject; to ſet the queſtion in a 
proper point of view; to take off the diſguiſe 
that Buffoonery had thrown over it; and to 
prepare the way for a more accurate diſcuſſion 
ol particulars, which there 1 is reaſon to expect 
ſoon from a Perſon well qualified for the un- 
dertakin g. The attempt was received with 
a candour that is natural to men of improved 
dings; and it bein 8 thought that the 
5 . 


W 1 PREFACE: e 
diſcourſe might be of uſe beyond the DIY 
of the Univ erſity, At is 18, on this pr eſumption : 
here ſubmitted to the Publick ; with the hopes | 
of that indul gence \ which ſeems due, and 1 is 
indeed ſeldom denied, to a good intention. 
The reader has, T own, ſome reaſon to be 
out of humour with this Plea, when he finds 
it uſurped by the very Author of that extra- 
ordinary Performance above mentioned; who 
s, it ſeems, extremely angry at having tlie 
 uprightneſs of bis intentions called in queſtion,” | 
With what juſtice- let the moſt candid deter XS 
mine. For, not to mention thoſe occaſional 
_ allies of vleahintry-aport every thing that is 
facred with which in the courſe of his work he 
is perpetually refreſhing himſelf, if accord. 
ing to his way of thinking, king David could 
not poſſibly be called the Man after God's 
own heart for any other reafon, than that of 
the moſt unblemiſhed purity of manners; and 
if, according to hit way of reaſoning, hi was 
the moſt! immoral Man that ever lived; the 
— conſequence miſt be, either that God is pleaf- L 
ed with impurity; or that the Scriptures are 
full of abſurdity. It is judging very chari- 
tably of the Author, to kappa he t mearit on- N 
| . my - 


f He 
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PREFACE. 


chat his readers will be impoſed — his © 
1 (Pref. p · 9. and Hiſt. p.94.) 5 
Profeſſions, which are quite put out of count Þ {© 
nance by the hroad laugh that ſits upon eve- 4 
ry line of his Enquiry : much leſs can he 
. ſeriouſly expect any one to believe the motive 
he aſſigns for his engaging in ſo uſeful a work, | 
viz. an honeft deſire of reſcuing the reputation 
cok the late King from certain injurious Pa- 
| rallels that have been drawn betwixt him and 
king David. (Pref, p. 6.). It is methinks pay- - 
ing but a very indifferent compliment to our 
late moſt excellent Sovereign to ſuppoſe it ne- 
ceffary for the vindication of his character, 
to ſpend above ninety Pages in abuſing ano- 
ther royal perſonage, who is thought in ſome - 
inſtances to reſemble him. And if the « opinion 
which this Nation entertains of his preſent 
Majeſty s regard for Religion be, as it cer- 
tainly is, well founded; he will not think 
Himſelf much obliged to a Man for defending 
his royal Grandfather from an imaginary in- 
ſult at the expence of thoſe ſacred Books, for 
which he himſelf has conſtantly expxeſſed the 
winoft reverence. The Author was, tight in 
. thinking 
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thinking that bm. deer war ricterls ry for ir- 
8 igen“ but à de noble one thian the name 


e 8.0 2 1 Derne N 
0 What an  impiety this to the 22 of Bag? 7 


an affront to the memory of an bone 
77 1 (Hiſt. of the Man, &c. p. 93.) 
"Nor does this Gentleman ſeem to have | 


| much 1 more Teaſon to pique himſelf upon his 
Inpention than tis Integrity; "6 Though, (as 
is to often the caſe) it is probable that the 
latter has fallen a vi im to the fond deſire = 
acquiring a reputati n for the former. The 
moſt material part F his objections are bor- £ 
rowed from Mr. Bayle, and it would have . 
been well, if he had borrowed one thing 
more from him, his decency. The only thing 
that ſeems his own (and that indeed is en- 
tirely fo) is a confidence, a licentiouſneſs, and 
4 dilingenuity Which are, I believe, without 
parallel. If the reader chuſes to ſee all theſe 
united in one fair aſſemblage, I would. recom- 
mend him to the inſinuation conveyed by the 
| N in the ſpeech of Nabal's wife to David 
A's * Upon me, my Lord, upon me, ler this i iniqui- 
* ry 4 be; and the ſubſequent illuſtrious capi- 
tals in king David's Anſwer, BEHOLD I 
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| PREPACE. 2 : 

AVE ACCEPTED ' THY PERSON: 

Such a complication. of indecency, diſhoneſty, 
and impiety, crouded into ſo ſmall a compaſs 

is not eaſy to be met with in _ other: 0= 
fe Md advocate of truth. tro se 
After this inſtance,” he well-meaning b 
unlearned — will not want any further 
caution againſt the artifices of this er and 
inſidious writer; he will not ſuffer himſelf to 
be laughed out of his faith, and robbed of 
that charter of his ſalvation the Holy Bible; 
by one who thus wreſts the plaineſt words to 
the moſt unnatural meaning, who thus! 0 1 
tutes the ſacred names of freedom, ti | 
honeſty, to the moſt ſhameful e He 
will not ſuffer a few ſpecious objections againſt 


particular paſſages to outweigh the Whole 


collective evidence of Religion, nor the un- 
ſupported cavils of a man, who is by his o- 
confeſſion utterly diſqualified to decide on 
any doubtful text, who is his own commen- 
tator, guide, and counſellor, (Pre, . p. xi.) to 
invalidate the authority of books that have for 
ages been held ſacred; which though written 
in the remoteſt times, and in a language not 
generally cultivated or underſtood, (and ther 
fore liable to great difficulties and obſcurities) 
are "es in every material point, Plain, clear, 
‚ and 


vi ET PREFACE. 7 N 
and intelligible are — the fa 
blimeſt conceptions of the divine Nature, with 
the moſt intereſting and affecting truths, the 
puteſt and moſt benevolent precepts that ever 
7 bleſſed mankind ; have been received and 
| tenance by men of the profoundeſt 

We and the brighteſt parts in almoſt 
2 8 nation 2 50 che u where t . 


let i eee 

with-bokd his len. toms: be 
| chdanrShije: ee 2 auth 
truth of thef lowing aſſertions, — That this 
author has made a very unjuftifiable uſe of 
the liberty he claims (Pre, . p. xi.) of giving 
bis dunn ſenſe to what appears to him dark and 
confuſed that by exerciſing ſuch à privilege 
in the manner be has done, thete is no cha- 
racter fo. ſacred but may be made deteſtable, 
no merit ſo conſpicuous but may be explained 

away into guilt — that where any paſſage or 
tranſaction is capable of two 3 he 

— chuſes the worſt, and ſometimes 
it cxpablo of ben a meaning as it wonld not 

:  other- 


| otherwiſe admit — that. he has revi 


/ 


, known, have long ſince received a fatisfaQory- . 


objections which he knows, or ought to have 


anſwer ; —. that he has groſaly and wilfully 
miſrepreſented ſome of King: David's moſt 
generous actions. and moſt amiable qualities; 


ecrous or indelicate turn; — eee con- 


trary to his own profeſſion of laughing 
where he mf, and ine 


only 


he laughs wherever he can, and is candid u 
where — and laſtly, that he has throughout 
the whole, indulged a levity: and wantor deſs 


of thought and expreſſion utterly inconſiſ ent 
with an boneft enguiry into truths for theugli 
we ſhould grant him (what in ſome __ 1 
perhaps be diſputed) that truth requires EY 

tenderneſs in the inveſtigation (p- 95.) yer” ” 


_ moſt indiſputably requires © ſer:ouſneſs ; 
though every manly and decent ere nope 


our faith is entitled to a fair hearing, and a 


candid interpretation of his ſentiments and 


deſigns; yet whoever is ſo little in earneſt, ſo 


abandoned-to all ſenſe of ſhame, as to intro- 


duce ridicule and obſcenity into ſubjects that 


concern (even in the remoteſt degree) the 


eternal * of mankind, does from that 


moment 


| of crueltyhe will not be — — 
at an equal freedom in cenſuring a ſpecies of 
it, which, (induſtrious as he is in ſuch re- 
ſearches) ſeems to have eſcaped his notice. I 
ean the cruelty of infuſing ſuſpicions into 
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_—_— me . an to er or be 
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5 
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. honeſt unſuſpecting hearts, of unfixing their 
principles, deſtroying their tranquillity, and 
perplexing them with doubts and difficulties, 
which, though really inſignificant, yet for 
want of proper helps they are not able to 


fſurmount; and wich often produce ſuch 
diſtreſs and diſtraction of mind, as is not to 


be conceived _ 880 thoſe who have en 
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1 SAM. ail. 14. „ 
7 be Lord hath ſought him a Man after his own 


Heart, and the Lord hath commanded bim 40 
be the 165d over his People. x | 


HER E is no need to ina you, that 

the Perſon ſpoken of in theſe words is. 
David King of Iſrael. The Appellation of the 
Man after God's own heart, is a well-known 
diſtinction, never expreſly * beſtowed on any : | 
one hut him. The reaſon of his being fo - 
diſtinguiſhed, is generally preſumed to have: 
been the ſuperior Excellence of his moral 
Conduct: becauſe a God who is of purer 
Eyes than to behold Iniquity, can never be 
ſuppoſed to delight in it, which it is thought 
muſt be the caſe, if the Man after his own” 
heart was in any degree an immoral Man. 
On the ſtrength of this Suppoſition, ſome 
miſtaken Friends of Religion, 1 in order to vin- 


nw, Not in the very fame words — but in expreſſions of 
the ſame _— it is 3 to others 3 


San, e. | 
| 1 . dicate 0 


t 2 y 
dicate God's chokes, have 3 it necelliry 8 
to prove David's private Character unexcep- 
tionableb, and ſome inveterate Enemies of Re- 
ligion, in order to ridicule that choice, have 
_ taken no leſs pains to make him appear de- 
teſtable; and it is hard to ſay, whether he has 
faffered more from the zeal of ſuch de- 
fenders, or the wickedneſs of ſuch accuſers. 
The uninformed and unwary reader is alſo in 
equal danger from both: for if he credits 
thoſe who have ſo much extolled King David, 
he will be apt to form to himſelf very faulty 
Ideas of moral rectitude: if he liſtens to thoſe 
who have ſo groſſiy reviled him, he will be 
led to entertain very injurious ſentiments of 


9 the Divine Nature, and the ſacred. Writings. 


Jo correct theſe miſtakes, and to guard a- 
4 gainſt theſe miſchievous conſequences, is the 
deſign of this diſcourſe? and though a great 

| part of this audience will have anticipated me 
in vrhat I am going to ſay; yet to Thoſe Who 
are in moſt danger of being miſled, to thoſe 
who want the opportunity, or the inclination 
to examine accurately into theſe ſub) es, the 
following obſervations will,” I hope, be of 
ſome uſe; and I ſhall be pardoned for en- 
5 ene a little on certain particulars, which 


'Þ v. a certain n life of Darid, throughout. | 


„„ ä | though 


8 * 3 * | 
though caſually touched upon by others, are 
not perhaps ſo commonly known, have not _ 
been ſo fully explained, and ſo much attended 5 
to, as they deſerve. += 
Whutever we are to uhderſtaiit by the E- 
preſſion of the Man after God's own heart, it 
foes not ſeem as if the Scriptures intended to 
lay ſo much ſtreſs upon it, as both the friends 
and the enemies of Religion have ſince done. 
For after having been juſt mentioned in 
the Text, there is no notice taken of it after- 
wards, nor does it once more occur through == 
out the whole Old Teſtament. Though we 
ſhould therefore allow that it has a reference + 
to Davids Morality, yet it catihot be fairly 
charged with ſuch important conſequences 


either to Vice or Virtue, as ſome ate willing | „ 


ts infer from it, —But the true light in which 
this paſſage ought to be nn [evra to 
be that which follows, 
It is, I believe, univerſally allowedy that FE 5 
deſign of God in ſeparating the Jewiſh Na. 
tion from the reſt of mankind, was to perpe- 
tuate the Knowledge of Himſelf by means of 


this peculiar people, and to preſerve the wor- 


ſhip of the one triie God amidſt an idolatrous 
world. This was the grand foundation of the 
whole Jewith polity ; the main purport =” 
my E the principle of all God's dealings | 
Hoof Es A 2 e top 


A 


i 


"X41 


towards them. Whoever therefore exerted Io 


himſelf vigorouſly and effectually in promot- 


ing this great end of the Jewiſh theocracy, 
mi ight, with the ſtricteſt propriety, be called 

2 Man after God's own heart; becauſe he ated 
in conformity to the main purpoſe f "God's 


beart ; he did the very thing that God wanted 


to have done, he forwarded the grand defign 


that he had in view. N ow this was preciſely 
the character of David, the diſtinguiſhing 


| excellence of his life. He was a fincere and 
| hearty lover of his Country, a zealous obſerver 


of its laws in oppoſition. to all Idolatry ; from 


| which he ever kept himſelf and his people at 
the utmoſt diſtance ©. — It was not therefore 


on account of his private Virtues, but his pub- 
lic Conducs; not for a ſpotleſs purity of Man- 


ners, but for his abhorrence of Idolatry, and 


his ſtriẽt adherence to the Civil and Religious 


A laws of his Country, that David was ho- 


noured with the name of the Man after God's 


own heart. If any Chriſtian writers have ſup- 


ons See Le Clerc on As xiii, 22. patrick on . 2.6 
4 One very remarkable inſtance of David's ſcrupulous 
obſervance of the law, in punctually complying with the 
prohibition given in Deut. xvii. 16. againſt the uſe of Ca- 
valry in War, See in Biſhop Sherlock on Prophecy. Dill. 4. 
P- 370.375 And perhaps his invariable obedience to this 
important law, which was to be a ſtanding trial of Prince 


and People, whether they had truſt and confidence in 


* God their Deliverer, might contribute not a little to- 
wards procuring him this 1 much envied diſtinction. — ? 


poſed 


5 E 5 55 
poſed that this title was the mark of aural 
Perfection, and in conſequence of that have* 


exalted David's character into a ſtandard of 
Virtue, they have, with a very good meaning 
perhaps, done a very inj judicious thing. The 

explanation here given is certainly moſt agree- 
able to the language of the Scriptures, to the 
vhole tenour of David's conduct, to the na- 


ture of the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, and the 1 in- 


tentions of its Divine Author. 


To what has been urged in favour of this 


; Interptetition, by a very eminent Writer *, 


may be added; That, though David is in 


5 


this ſingle Paſſage called the Man after God's 


on heart; Yet it is afterwards only ſaid of 
Him, in common with ſeveral other Kings, 
that He did that which was right in the eyes of | | 
the Lord; 1 Kings. xv. 5. which Expreſſion 


ſeems intended to convey, and. indeed natu- 


rally does convey, the ſame meaning as the 
other. For it will not be eaſy to point out a 
difference betwixt acting according to any one's 
beart, and doing that which 7s right in his eyes. 
— By determining therefore the ſignification 
L of this Phraſe, r ſhall arrive at the true 


1 v. Divine Legation of Moſes — V. 30. B. 4. S. 6. 
p. 354: zd. Edit. — Where the late Hiſtorian of David 
might have found many of thoſe difficulties which he ſays 
are beyond the 2 50 of Loy-ſtill to "Tec Eleared up 
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| mace us of in the Te! 
on f Diing # that which is 5 


| Now the Expr 
right in the eyes of the is * Iv and 
uniform bg omg to tho who were emitient | 


E o Idolatry and — — of : 
the law. — Thus when it is faid of Aſe,, 
2 Chron. $iv. 2, 3, 4. that He did that which 
was good and right in the eyes of the Lord; the | 
kreaſon aſſigned for it is; becauſe he took away 
e altars of the ferunge gods, and the high 
& @ Places, and "Brake down the imager, and cut 
e dum the groves, and commanded Fudah to feek 
e Lord God of their fathers, and t6 do the 
lu and the commandment.” — Not a W. i | 


: his moral charafttr, thou gh from his do- 


Ty he went not fully after the L 


ing that which was not only rigbr but good, 
one might naturally have expected it, — A- 

gain, when we are told that Solomon's heart 
as not perfef with the Lord his God ; that 


Yd as did David 


| his father; The proof 0 is, that his 
ves turned away His Heart after other 


1 . by Y 


gods—1 Kings xv. 4. Whetice it ap- 

Pears that the Perſection of Davjd's heart, its 

Null and entire congruity with God's heart, con- 
fiſted principally if not ſolely in his inviola- 


ble grocer ram to the- worſhip. of che ab: 


| made * _ en — 


oy 


God, cid which he never 3 or ha * 4 


or | ed re either to the right band or to the left... | 
If this Explanation be, as it appears to be, 


5 conformable to Truth and Scripture, the 
following very uſeful conſequences do natu- 


T ally and immediately flow from it. 


iſt. That in order to vindicate God's * : 


of a Man after bis own heart, or the truth f 


the Scriptures in relating it, there is no ne- 


ceſſity to prove his moral Conduct * faultleſs, 


or to obviate all the accuſations which have 


7 been brought againſt him ; becauſe this choice | 
5 It is obſerved (Hi. of the Man after God's own Mane. ; 
C 


52.) that David's moral character ſeems to be pronoun 


5 - Faultleſs (1 Kings AX. 5j.) except in the matter of Uriah 


ve reply, that the Scripture in this (as in many other 
places) muſt neceſſarily be underſtood to ſpeak only in ge- 


zeral; intimating that king David's conduct was in the mai 


| ke and right, and though h he might be guilty of other faults 
+ goes were 2 groſs and enormous, ſo directly 


{ — to the expreſs commandments of God as this, and 


xz, Wr, 


therefore not ſo neceſſary to be pointed out and particular- 


r= diſtinguiſhed. Whoever is well acquainted with the 
ripture Phraſeology muſt allow that it not only admits 


but perpetually requires ſuch reſtrictions as this — Vid. 5 


Aatth. v. 48. It muſt be further remarked; 1 the two 
parts of the verſe in queſtion (1 Kings xx. 5.) are entirely 
diſtinct, and independant of each other. The firſt part 
| Peine g us David's regal, the other his private character. "bs 
his regal, be did that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord.” and even in his private conduct, (2608 the ſacred - 


Hiſtorian) he turned not afde (in any eee ree) from 
what Gad commended him, except in the matter of riabz No 
argument therefore can be founded on the exception in the 


latter part of the verſe againſt the andy nga above giv- 
en of the former part, nor conſequent y againſt the uſes 


* 
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f Bavin g eee on : ther” Selnethis,! bis 
| K conduct is foreign to the queſtion. 


That we cannot draw concluſions in 


favour of any crime, ſo as to juſtify it in 


durſelves, from its having been practiced * 


the Man after God's oum heart. Becauſe thou gh 


his conformity to the divine Will in ſome ve = 
7 material inſtances, did Juftly entitle him to tha 
Appellation; yet every vicious exceſs was in 


Bum, (as it muſt be in every human creature) 
the object of God's utter deteſtation, and ve- 
ry often too of his ſevereſt vengeance. ©  - * 

- 3dly. That they who have taken fo OY 
pains to ridicule and vilify the character of 


David with a view of wounding the Autho- 


rity of the Scriptures through his ſides, have 
only ſhown their malevolence without effecting 


their purpoſe. Becauſe their whole reaſoning 


being founded on a preſumption that David 


was ſelected by God on account of ſome pecu- 


lar moral Excellency; this foundation being 


withdrawn, the whole ſuperſtructure of cavils 
and calumnies raiſed upon it falls entirely to 


the ground®. Though they ſhould have clearly 


n This holds more particularly true in rogard to the Hiſ- 


| * Lek ies 
every page of the 


| ay ns by the * 9 1 I6 


tory of the Man, c. — where it is expreſsly affirmed, 
(Pref. p. 7.) that the Title conferred on David in the Text 
5 height of Purity, This ſuppoſition runs through 

ce. — It is the vital Principle 
that animates the whole inaſs of falſhoods ; and i is avg 


* 


. 
3 


i "Tu * 


ſ mand! beben ſure never can be! 


duct, infer rn — ne of God's 


choice, or the falſhood of the Scriptures; which 


mean to eſtabliſh, their arguments diveſted of 


if granted to be true, would o only prove, what 
no mortal woul 
as well as other nations had en uns 


righteous Princes to rule over them. bt: | 
Let it not however be imagined that David 


7 i by any means to be ranked in this claſs; 
- For though I am very far from thinki 
moral character irreproachable ; yet am I no 


Z la perſuaded, that excepting thoſe known 
and acknowledged crimes, which no one pre- 
tends to palliate or deny; every ſtain that has 
buy impious and unhallowed hands been thrown 


upon his Name, may be fairly wiped away 


without leaving the leaſt injury - behind.- A 
is not my deſign to enter to a particular 


| confutation of all the calumnies and accu- 
ſatis W have * brought aging 


| being the only conſequences they could poſſibly 2 
| chern are moſt literally of no conſequence; and 


ever diſpute, that the Jews 


ing his 


„ 
—ůůk nv — j 
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courſe of this kind: it is a work reſerved for 
* _ kill of ſome more able writer. In the 
=. 2 while as the heavieſt and indeed the 
| only» plauſible charge which has been urged, 8 
not only againſt D 2d but the whole Jewiſh FF 
nation, is that of .cruelty ; a charge, which 
without any of thoſe exaggerations it has x 
ceived, is of itſelf apt to make the deepeſt 
1 impreſſions on the honeſteſt minds: a charge, 
F  -— which lies level to every capacity, as apply- 
us; rather to the heart than to the head, as 
requiring rather that men ſhould cel than 
that they ſhould bin; and which fon tlint - 
_ reaſon, every adverſary of Religion never fails 
t urge with all and more than all its force ;. 
on this account 1 ſhall ſuggeſt a few con- 
iderations in regard to this Particular; Which 
may ere to put the ünwary a little upon 
their guard, to remove 2 unneceſſary and 
invidious aggravation 8, and account in ſome 
meaſure, for what perh aps can "Aer be 
| wholly juſtified nor excuſed. £4 
We who live in theſe enlighten&d 10 po- 
- liſhed times, when our manners are ſoftened 
by the liberal arts, and our ſouls humanized 
by the benevolent ſpirit of Chriſtianity, are · 
ſhocked beyond meaſure at many things, which 


ag 22 


on with ſo much abhorrence as t e ” ve. 
cannot help — thoſe bans” tions 
Hor me 1 to | ourſelves, Para eee to our own. 


5 addon the! fame. Wr Err we at pre- W 
ſent enjoy, and conſequent y as involving the 
ſam ſs of guilt that we ourſelves ſſionld 
| commiſſion of the ſame crimes. 
| 2 ad this is a very natural, it is by no 
means an equitable way of judging. In deeid- 
ing on the merit or demerit of any men, or 
ſociety of men, in a remote period, we ougit 
certainly to take into conſideration the gene 
ral character of the times in which they lived, 
the peculiar modes of thinking, and rules of 1 
acting which chen prevailed. IF D | 
abſervation to David, we ſhall 4 at. He 
ved in an age when the world ſeems toſhave 
been ſunk in ignorance. and barbarity; when 
men were divided 1 into a numbe 
doms, and ſmall communities; when they ſhut 
themſelves up in fenced cities, and never went 
out of them but to fight with their neighbours; 
For every nde was of .courſe an enemp . | 


* The fate of our own Lana b the Ph Her 
tarchy, may perhaps give us ſome faint idea of the barba- 


. eee e eee 1.411 
* Scaree 
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of petty king · 


. "ta 12 1 So 
0 Bearce any orher art was then 8 beten 
art of war, which conſiſted in deſtroying as 
many as they poſſibly could, and enflaving 
tte reſt. In ſuch a ſtate een ee muſt ne- 
_ . ceflarily follow that men familiarized to blood, 


ſenſibly ſteeled againſt the impreſſions of bu. 
manity; and contract a habit of cruelty, Which 
would give a tinge to the eee 5 
their lives, impart even to the face of peace 
aitſelf too ſanguine a complexion; and diſco- 
Jour the whole intercourſe of civil, ſocial, and 
domeſtie offices. We are not then to wonder 
that the Jews' themſelves were infected with 
this epidemical ferocity of manners. We are 
not to charge them with more than their 
are of the common. guilt, we are not to re- 
Preſent them as a people diſinguiſbed by their 
erutlty, but as — eg e HY 
of fe /barbarous world. 458 
this way of reaſoning is to he admitted in ge· 
neral, yet it has not the ſame force in regard | 
to the Jews as when applied to any other na. 
tion; becauſe they being God's choſen and 
2 people, ought to be found ſuperior 1 in 


and trained up to ſlaughter, muſt become in- 5 


r 
membered, (what God himſelf frequentl 
clares ) n nn their own ſakes, 
— for — 3 e 
the knowledge, and promoting the warſhip 
of the one true God; for manifeſting his di 
vine Power in working miracles, and for ex- 
ecuting his judgments on thoſe impenitent 
nat on s, whoſe enormous wickedneſs was then 
ripe for vengeance, The moral goodneſa 
fore of the Jews being no [peculiar object 
f God's choice, we are eee 
mereiy to expect from them any uncommon 
flegrees of virtue, or any exemption W | 
nnn Ware an 


Dai. i ix. 4 5. a wt A ve | 
' And here by the way IMs be 88d that fines 
God might and certainly Ng chuſe tohimſelf a "peculiar peo- | 
ple, for other reaſons than that. of eminent virtue; why 
* ight he not alſo chuſe a eggs [ting over — 41 
Tealons of the fame nature? 99 172 
un One cannot but obſerve the, Jeaſure mich. whic \ the | 
| piltorian of David diſplays the inſtances he finds of Jewiſh 
cruelty, utter] e of God's people; a 


title which = every where, invidiouſly gives, them, Bare "a 2 


modeſt inſinuation at the ſame time, that this was a ſtrange 
ſort of a nation to be the cg e Heaven, pliers 0 
goo _was certainly moſt egre gregiouſy y, miſtaken, in, 1 | 


dice of ſuch a ſavage race for his peculiur people. 
Miſtake however appears to lie (exactly where it did, with 

regard to Dayid) in this unfortunate gentleman's appre- 
beniſton, who is not able to conceive any other reaſon for 
God's ſeparating a particular nation from the reſt of the 


Werl. but that of their 185 grodigls and virtue. i 
. Nay; 


= — of their circumſtarices, that this 
| yoy peculiarity might without great care and 
5 circumſpection; have been apt to give an un- 
2 "FIN turn to tir diſpoſition. The dif 
I 5 eren xd upon them, though not in : 
Is reality for Weis wn merit, yet in preference 
55 to the reſt of the world, was not unlikely to 
inſpire them with too high an opinion of 
| themſelves, and too contemptible a one of 
i | others; their excluſion from a free and ge- 
| * 
; 


neral intercourſe with the ſurrounding Nati- 
ons, (chough abſolutely neceſſary for tlie moſt 
important purpoſes) might however tend to 

c  contraGt their notions and confine their Be- 


1 neyolence; that extreme abhorrence in which 
Ma they very juſtly held the yices of their neigh= 
[ hours, might ſometimes exceed the bounds of 
virtuous Indignation ; ; and- that unhappy 
though neceſſary taſk impoſed upon them of 
| deſtroying the ſinful Nations of Canaan, might 
doo eaſily lead them to tranſgreſs the laws of 
humanity on leſs juſtifiable occaſions. If un- 
der theſe circumſtances the Jews were not 
more inhuman than their neighbours they 
F deſerve I am ſure the higheſt. praiſe; If they 
were, there are, you ſee, many mitigating 
pleas 1 in their favour; and the blame will not 
— - 7 reſt * 


* 


5 
eſt either on 4 temper of the People, or the 
— 22 of their Religion. 


It has 1 knom been frequently aſſerted that | 
| 4 cruelty of the Jews, exceeded that of any 


other People, not only of their own times but 


in any age of the world. This however has 
been much more confidently advanced than 

_ clearly proved: From what little we can learn of 
the nations cotemporary with the Jews, there 


is not the leaſt reaſon to imagine, that they _. 


were of a more merciful. diſpoſition o; a, and if 
we hear leſs of their cruelty, it is becinids we 
know leſs of their hiſtory. What renders this 
extremely. probable is, that in much later ages 
| when. the minds of Men were greatly ſoften- 


ed and ſubdued by the improvements of civil 


life, we meet with much leſs real, though 
more oftentatious, humanity than amongſt the 
Jews; and I believe there are very few here, 
whoſe recollection will not readily” ſupply 
them with repeated inſtances of cruelty, 
in the moſt flouriſhing periods of the moſt 
civilized Heathens, which do at leaſt equal 
any that can be Produced from the * 


n On the contrary from the hand cuſtom which we 
know prevailed 1 the Canaanites of ſacrificing their 
children to their idols, we may rationally preſume that 


the Jews were much outdone in acts of barbarity by their | 
N har aka 555 


eat 1 5 an- 


deareſt Friends. The proofs of their eruelty 
are principally, if not wholly, taken from 
19 Nations a- 


n 


ple* * ; 775 f l 8 , 
Whatever were. * Crs 1 


i \ . they had not however that n 


| tion, with which thoſe of the Pag 
frequently attended, that of being excrdifed. 
on their own country=men; their moſt faiths 

ful dependants, their neareſt Relations, and 


heir treatment of the idolatr 
round them. But when we reflect that the 
laws of Nature, and the rights of Nations; 

were not then ſo clearly aſcertained as they 


* The truth of this poſition is amply conzkrmed by thb . 


3 moſt authentie evidence — more particularly by * ſans 
 _ guinary f factions and revolutions of the Grecian common 
| > ; the incefſaht buttheries in Sicily, and and other 


laees, d in Diodorus Siculus; by the war of th 


Mercenaries to be found in Polybius — by the well-known 
Mafſacres, Proſeriptions, Poiſonings, and aſſaſſinations, that 


ſtained the later annals of the Roman People, and tho 
exquiſite torments inflicted on the perſecuted chriſtians — 


_ theſe were the practices of the moſt huniane Pagaris, —The 
hiſtory of the eaſtern Nations, and American Indians ex- 


\ 'hibits tliroughout ſuch Scenes of deſpotic fury, of popular 


brutdlity, aud all the madneſs of o much as make hu- 


88 — 5 the v recital. _ So much reaſon had the 
Hiftoriart-of David for his aſſertion p. 58.; that it would 


not be eaſy to ſelect any period of any Hiſtor more bloody 
thin that drt the Jewiſh Story, which N then the ob- 


Je& of his attention. It is not indeed eaſy to /ele#, where 


all is murder _ deſolation. Vid. Conſiderations on the theory 


2 Religion, p. 232. 3d Edition; and Aecount of the E lacs 
Lee in America Vol. I. ch. 4. p. . * . 
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— -_ fie rare] that wars wete then waged : 


on n ſavage," unrelenting, exterminating princi- 

ples; and that thoſe N ations: which felt the 
wel ight of their heavieſt ven geance were not | 
only their avowed and inveterate enemies, 

but ſo incorrigibly and abominably flagitious & 
as to call aloud for puniſhment, of which 
the Jews were only Inſtruments in the 
hand of the Almighty; it will be eaſily ſeen 
that ſuch proofs are by no means pertix 
nent and ſatisfactory. The truth is, theſe 
tranſient and caſual inſtances of cruelty, 
though they are ſuch as at firſt ſight are apt 


to ſtrike and to offend us moſt; yet are not 


ſo proper to determine a national character 


and denominate a People conſtitutionally bar- 
barous ; as thoſe efab/ijhedand permanent max-' = 
. uns of internal and domeſtic cruelty, which 
never exiſted in the Jewiſh Government, but 
were univerſally received and practiſed, were 
encouraged by the laws, and applauded by 
the Hiſtorians, of thoſe very Nations who eſ- 
teemed and called all others in teſpect of 
themſelves, barbarians, | It is theſe which, | 


"+ See a detail bf theit ererbte Vices. Tit xvill. 

The well-known cuſtoms; of expoſing Infants, exhibits 
ing gladiatorial ſhews, of murdering, torturing; and ty- 
rannizing over their ſlaves are here al uded to; beds ma- 
* others of inferior note that might de cafily produced. 

e 1. 7. 47. 122. De Irs; L. 1 Cris. * | 


* though | 


C (> 18 _ | 
though leſs inſiſted on by writers, and leſs 4 
tended to by Readers, are yet more repug= 
nant to humanity, more deſtructive to the 
ſpecies, and more characteriſtic and deciſive 
evidences of a malevolent ſpirit, than thoſe 
accidental outrages and exceſſes, on which Hiſ- 
torians ee laviſh, all the Ss of Ses 
Il am aware indeed that the exttopatien of - 
the Canaanites was enjoined by the Jewiſn 
laws, and that they were forbid by no leſs than 
Divine authority to ſhow them any mercy or 
eompaſſion. This is true; and at the ſame 
time very conſiſtent with a diſpenſation ur 
the main benevolent *. For when we conſider 
God in the light he ſhould always in reſpect 
to thoſe times be conſidered in, not only as the 
common Governour of all mankind, but as 
the more immediate Ruler and Legiſlator of 
the Jewiſh nation; and as enforcing obedi- 
enee to his authority, amongſt the Jong? in * | 


© r The abſolute as as extioating 5 . 
or at leaſt deſtroying their national * the peculiar 
pPropriety of doing this by the ſword of the 2 — the 
great and benevolent purpoſes that were anſwered by their 
. from the World — the advantages that all other 
Nations derived from it — and many other particulars of 
the divine Oeconomy with regard to this extraordinary 
People — See clearly and conciſely explained in Dr. Law's. 
excellent Confiderations on the 7, AE Y We ; Sehn p- 82. 
to 98. 155 Edition. | 7 
1 = "5 lala, 
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Se (9). . 
* , amongſt all Nations'in-»ſome meaſure, 
oral puniſhments and rewards; it 
was no More a violation of mercy in him to 
adult or in them to execute ſuch a penal law 
againſt the Canaanites; than it would be in 
a Prince, to puniſh. his rebellious Subjects by 
the hands of his faithful ones, or in them to 
inflict that puniſhment. Such examples: of 
| ſeverity are neceſſary. to the very being of a 
ſtate, and ſerve at once to repreſs Au inſolenee 
of the wicked and to nn the o obedience . 
e Vas . eel . 

If this exception 1 as it neun a | 
to be, admitted; and if we make ſuch other 
equitable allowances, as the ſtate of Religion; 

and the ſtate of Society at that time do 

neeceſſarily require; the Moſaical law, will, 1 
am perſuaded, appear infinitely ſupenour in 
point of humanity to all the inſtitutions of 

the moſt celebrated lawgivers of antiquity. , 
It abounds with injunctions of Mercy and 
Pity not only to Jews, but to ſtrangers, to 
enemies, and even to thoſe. who; had moſt 
my and. injuiquſly oppreſſed, them, —* If 


"Th The 2 of Draco were writ Ai blood. he las | 
e were inexpreſſibly rigorous — Solon autho- 
rized the murder of infants; Plato, of ſlaves. — The laws 
of — — — og were full of the moſt ſhocking capital 
puniſhments.' The frightful barbarity of the Japoneſe laws. 
Dee in L'Eſprit des Loix. L. 6. Ch. 13. J 


#1 « thy 


£ 0 20 : 
thy brother be waxen poor and fallen in 
WM decay with thee; then ee ſhalt relieve 
„ him; yea though he be a ſtranger. or a fo- 
4 journer, that he may live with thee. Take 
„thou no uſury of him, or increaſe; TH; but 
fear thy God that thy brother may 1 
e with thee: Lev. xxv. $5;:36: Than net 
e not oppreſs a ſtranger. Ex. xxiii. 9. Thou 
halt love him as thyſelf. Lev. xix. 34. 
10 Thou ſhalt not abhor an Edomite, Thou 
it malt not abhor an Ægyptian. Deut. xxiit- 
7. If thou meet thine Enemy's ox or his 
s aſs going aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring 
j it back to him.” — The diſpoſitions in fa- 
vour of the poor are truly ſingular. and 
amiable.— & Thou ſhalt not harden thy 
„ heart, nor ſhut thy hand from thy poor 
brother; but thou ſhalt open thy hand 
e wide unto him; and ſhalt ſurely lend 
e him ſufficient for his need. Deur. xv. 75 61 
44 When ye reap the harveſt of your land, 
thou ſhalt not wholly reap the corners of 
=" thy field; neither ſhalt thou gather the 
40 gleanings of thy harveſt; and if thou have 
fe 7 Jorge a ſheaf in the field, thou ſhalt not 
. go again ta fetch it; and 8 thou beat. . 
i eſt thine olive tree thou ſhalt not go over lp 


13 Wehe boughs _ when thou gathereſt 
8 5 the 
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Aſefu 2 chenigttstind) ck ach | - 
PIE: Aeon yore ſlaves and fer» "IP 


dor am — 2 That abſolute ald un 
| limited power over the lives of their ſlaves in- | 
dulged to their tyrannical Maſters by almoſt 
all heathen lawgivers, a power moſt ſcandal-. 
ouſiy abuſed to the diſgrace of all huma ty, 
was effectuall reſtrained by the Jewiſh: law; 
| which enacted a very ſevere puniſhment for 
the murder of a Slave. Exod. xxi. 20. The 15 
Kindneſs enjoined towards hired ſervants is 
moſt remarkable. Thou ſhalt not oppreſs. - 

« 4 hired ſervant” that is poor and needy ; 

“ whether he be of thy brethren or of thy 

« «ſtrangers that are in the land within thy 

_ © gates.” At his day thou ſhalt give him his 

_ © hire; neither ſhall the Sun go. down upon 
"Ry for he is Poor and: fetteth his heart 

et upon it. Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. Thou ſhalt not 

e rule "over thy brother with rigour. Leu. 
12 Ar 3.1 In the ſeventh yu thou ſhalt-let 
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of thy floor; and out of 


dead mad dematte life, which though un 
conflitate: a very great and ſents Part of 


the whole a conſtant and habitual (though 
perhaps from the very nature of their ſituation 


"Ln > 


let him — — heh As 
4 niſh him liberally out of thy eee 


*and'our of that wherenith the Lond thy | 


God hath bleſſed thee, thou ſhalt give un- 
| «td Him. Deut. xv. 12, 13. 16 ng e 
cure in ſhort is taken ut to guar 


eee —— * | 


tn exited abet tabs nimue —_ 


With fuch — inſtitutions as theſe i is 


Fb page of the Jewiſh law replete: It is 
from theſe we are to form our judgement o 


their Religion and its divine Author; and if 
theſe had their proper effect on the manners of N 
the People, they muſt have produced upon 


a conſined) Benevolence, much ſuperiour not 


only to that of their yells . but 
to 


* * * A 
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: py Nations 

It will be readily eee that N 
ang which has been here ſaid to vindicate 
the Jewiſh Nation in general from the charge 
of diſtinguiſhed -cruelty, 1s applicable to king 


David in particular. But he may alſo lay 


claim to ſome peculiar indulgence from tlie 
ſingularity of his own cireumſtances which 
were frequently very unfavourable to huma- 
nity. It was his fortune to paſs through al- 


moſt every ſcene of life, and to meet with al- 


moſt every incident in his way, that could be 


ww the boaſted Lenity of much later and more 0 


injurious to his temper or give an edge to his 


reſentements. Extremes of happineſs or miſe- 


unkindneſs of friends, are circumſtances 


which ſeldom fail of hurting the mind, and 
vitiating the moſt benevolent diſpoſition. Al 


theſe did David experience in quick ſucceſ- 
fion, and i in their fulleſt extent. 


He was originally nothing more ak a 
ſhepherd, and at a time when his youth and 


F 


ry; ſudden tranſitions from the one to the 4 
bother; the perſecution of enemies, and the 


x In fact to any: one who . the leaſt difoattion to ext 2 


mine their Hiſtory impartially it will appear that their laws 


had this general good influence upon them, whenever. 


they were under any regular form of government, except 


1 times intmodiately preceeding i its! nal difotution. —— 


= -inexperience en to diſqualify kim f for an 
more important buſineſs, than that of feeds 
ing a flock, he broke out at once the hid. 
pion and Preſerver of his country. Tranſ- 
planted on a ſudden from a cottage to a 
court, he experienced alternately the ſmiles 
and frowns of a capricious monarch, was 
ſometimes flattered with the hopes of being 
united to him by the cloſeſt bonds of affinity, 
and ſometimes in danger of being ſtruck by 
him with a javelin to the wall. — Driven at 
length from his preſence, and torn from the 
arms of thoſe he loved; his ſoul was hunted 
from city to city; and after ſuffering the laſt 
diſtreſſes of human nature, he was not only 
reſtored to the honours he had loſt, but ſeated 
on the throne of Jae]. — And here, though 0 
ſurrounded with all the pleaſures and magni- 
ficence of an Eaſtern monarch; yet was he at 
the ſame time not only haraſſed with the com- 
mon uneaſineſſes of life, and the cares inſe- 
| parable from royalty, but experienced a ſuc- 
ceſſion of the bittereſt ſufferings and the hea- 
vieſt domeſtic calamities; was once more driven 
from Feruſalem, deſerted by his friends, curſed 
dy his enemies, and perſecuted by his darling 
ſon ; whoſe death did indeed put a period to 


his * calamities but Pane him in 
the 


. 5 * 
eſt affliction, and was very near bring : 
7 his grey hairs wich forrow to the 


"When to theſe poles -condidlerations - we 
add thoſe more general ones abovementioned, 
we can hardly be ſurprized at any exceſſes of 
ſeverity that King David gave way to. We 
mme be  furprized to find, in ſo tumul- 

 _ tuoy | military a kind of life, many ſtrik- 
ing — of humanity, many amiable 
tenderneſſes, many uncommon and heroical 
exertions of generoſity, which plainly indi- 
cated a temper - conſtitutionally good and 
right, but labouring under the weight of 
numberleſs diſadvantages, which ſometimes 


dragged it from its true biaſs, and forced it 


to take a turn directly oppoſite to its natural 
bent. His circumſtances expoſed him to a va- 
riety of 1 injuries and inſults ; the livelineſs of 
his ſenſations made him feel them; the im- | 

petuoſity of his paſſions made him reſent them 

too ſtrongly. And yet though every thing thus 
concurred to ſtimulate his revenge, though 


the guilt of indulging it was not then ſo ap- | 


parent and ſo acknowledged as it now is; yet 
did he on one memorable occaſion * reſiſt the 


ſtrongeſt impulſes of this moſt importunate 
ang ungovernable paſkort; ; thou gh e 


* 1 Sam. xxiv. | 14 24s 
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on his moſt inveterate enemy, vhoſe paſt 
conduct would almoſt have juſtified any ex- 
tremity; and whoſe removal would not only 
have put an immediate end to his diſtreſſes, 
but, in all appearance, opened his way to the 
attainment of his utmoſt wiſhes, and have 
raiſed him at once from an exile to a king v. 
Let us then do juſtice to the merits of Da- 
vid, and the choice of the Almighty. There 
is I know not what ill- natured pleaſure that 
ſome men take in depreciating an illuſtrious 
character, eſpecially if it has received any pe- 


j ß . WE Wk #74: *3T60 
The generoſity and heroiſm which David diſplayed in 
this inſtance can be e ceeded by nothing, but the perverſe- 
neſs and rancour of his late Hiſtorian, who endeavours 
-( . 25.) in direct oppoſition to the plain natural appearance 
of the fact, upon the ſole ſtrength of a ſuppoſition, unſup- 
hore by the leaſt ſhadow of evidence. or probability, tc 
eſtroy the whole merit of this tranſaction, and to refin 
away the nobleſt exertion of the nobleſt moral virtue into 
a little mean political artifice, which was abſolutely need- 
leſs, and Which we may venture to ſay, never had a place 
in David's heart, nor, I believe, in any head except that of 
our author. —When a man, who is for ever profeſſing the 
atmoſt candour and impartiality, who' declares that he will 
never put a forced conſtruction upon any thing, nor repre- 
ſent it in any light but that which it naturally appears in, 
(Pref. Pp. 2 ts capable of thus converting the moſt-obvious 
qualities of actions into their oppoſites, and doing fuch 
manifeſt violence to every rule of judging and every dictate 
of honeſty (of which this is but one inſtance out o many). 
che reader will eaſily ſee what regard is to be paid to hi, 
| aſſertions, what opinion to be formed of the Purity of his 
intentions. 5 we ed 7 
©3 
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tion that reſpect which is ** duet to greats” 

Hel; we ought ſurely, where God himſelf has 
| beſtowed any ſigns of approbation, to ſuppoſe 
that they are not miſplaced. If truth re- 
quires that we' ſhould -not ſpare the failings 
even of the moſt ſacred perſonages, yet reli- 
gion, and a reverence for the Deity, do equal- | 
ly require, that we ſhould tread on ſuch dan- 
gerous ground with the utmoſt caution ; that 
we ſhould be rej Soiced to find ourſelves miſ- 
taken; and blame at laſt, if we are forced to 


blame, with that reluctance, that candor, that 


diffidence, modeſty, and humility, which be- 
come ſuch fallible and incompetent judges, as 
we muſt for ever be, of the ſecret ſprings. and 
motives both of human e der _— jt 

_ counſels, N 
lt muſt be a — abs: dd . 
of King David does in too many inſtan- 
ees lay him open to reproach, and gives occa- 
fion to the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme. 
But for this very reaſon there is nb neceſſity: - 


to load him with more than his ſhare of guilt, | 


to aggravate his real vices, and impute to him 

imaginary ones. His crimes were great and 
notorious: they appeared ſo to him, they 
muſt appear ſo to every one. Whoever there- 
fore ſets him up as a model of imitation, does 
a a very dangerous Ry: ; but at the ſame time 
D 2 Who- | 
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lic and his _—_ — mg As A King, rol 
had qualities which rendered him the proper- 


eſt perſon in the world, to fit on the throne 
of Iſrael at a certain period; and for that 
reaſon, and that only, was juſtly entitled ta 


the appellation with which he was diſtin- 


guiſhed. As a Man, he was ſubject to vices,” 
which God was ſo far from approving, that 


he ſeverely puniſhed them; which were re- 


corded not as an enſample, but as a warning; 


not that we ſhould follow, but that we ſhould 


flee them. If they Spear cen men gen 


Prince, who had to plead in his excuſe, the 
temptations of a court, the manners of the 
times, the particularity of his own. circum- 


ſtances, and the liberties indulged by his Re- 
gion; they muſt aſſume a much more fright- 


ful aſpect in a private Chriſtian, who has - 
none of theſe ſoftening pleas to offer, who 
lives in much more enlightened and civilized 


times, has much ſtrifter rules of conduct 


preſcribed to him, is called to a much higher 


degree of purity and holineſs, has far more 


terrible puniſhments to work upon his fe ars 


and more glorious rewards to animate his 
85 16 ah | — 


4 


. 7 
8 - 


% 


es. ( 29 . 


- idk a G46 e 


rg I fear, that can boaſt of -having 
carried certain virtues, and thoſe too. of = 


moſt exalted kind to ſo high a pitch, as did 


this ſo much injured prince. Though his de- 
viations from the right path were ſudden, 
irregular, and violent; yet he returned to it 


gably, that he ſeemed to have acquired 1 mew 
trength from his fall, and the memory of his 
offence. was loſt in the depth of his contrition. 


That warmth of conſtitution which often 
ſhot out into ſuch vicious exceſles, gave at 
the ſame time a certain vigour and alacrity to 
his virtues, a certain honeſt enthuſiaſm to bis 
poiety, a certain amiable extravagance to all 
the generous emotions of his heart, which 


raiſed them far above the common level, and 


was open, naked, and unguarded; Expoſed of 


courſe to the worſt impreſſions, but ſuſceptible 


alſo of the beſt. He had a ſenſibility of ſoul, 


which though it gave too keen an edge both 
to his reliſh of pleaſure, and his reſentment 
of injury, yet made him, moſt feelingly _ 
alive to the nobleſt and the tendereſt ſenti- 
ments, and inſpired him with every libe- 


ral and ſocial affection, that can warm the 


human breaſt, * had a boundleſs _ for | 


again ſo eagerly, and purſued it ſo indefati- : 
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for his cguntry; and and 
mutäbilit Yin his at alba as. "ge 
gh eſt honour on his memory, and 
moſt- clearly 1 evince the native" goodneſs of . 
Rer. "Theſe are not the qualities of a 
Nero, Aa Caligula, ora Domitiain; ; (names Which 
have been impiouſſy ranked with his) th 
never can inhabit a breaſt utterly devoid of | 
; Ofr- conſiſt with a diff 
 Kitutiobially* and habitually. bad. vet e 
qualities were unqueſtionable p 
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arts of David's 
character, and after all that the utmoſt . in- 
genuity of malevolence can find out to blame 
in his conduct, he cannot by hi bittereſt 
revilers be denied the praiſe of a moſt ſtre- 
nuous aſſertor of God's Laws, 4 moſt diſin- 


"At : 


tereſted Patriot, the tendereſt of Parents, 


„ N 10 two places read, 1 Kings 2 V. 5% | 
” 3 8 p 18. Note. read, 3d Edition. — * oy | 1 . + Ak. a ka 
oy 20. |. 14. inſert,” Exod. xxllila” - 25 NS. 
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